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Two Visions: Smart Growth vs. Flex Growth

FlexSmart



Disagreements about Size of Government
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Difference and Engagement
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There	is	no	question	that	Americans	are	more	polarized	by	party	than	they	used	to	be.	What	this	means	— and	what,	if	
anything,	we	might	want	to	do	about	it	— are	more	challenging	questions.



Difference and Engagement
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Among	both	politically	engaged	Americans	and	the	general	public,	scale	scores	of	ideological	consistency	across	10	Pew	
Research	Center	questions	have	diverged	dramatically	over	the	past	quarter-century.
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Voters	across	the	spectrum	do	share	a	couple	of	important	sentiments.	They	exhibit	far	less	trust	in	the	federal	
government	than	their	predecessors	did.	But	they	also	exhibit	less	trust	in	themselves	— in	the	wisdom	of	the	public.


