Two Visions: Smart Growth vs. Flex Growth

Liberals Want Walkable Communities, Conservatives Prefer More Room
Would you prefer to live ina community where...

Consistently Mostly Mixed Mostly Consistently Total
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Source: 2014 Political Polarization in the American Public

Notes: |[deological consistency based on a scale of 10 political values questions (see Appendix A). “Don’tknow” responses notshown.
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Disagreements about Size of Government

Views about size of government among nothing in particulars by race/ethnicity (2014)

% of nothing in particulars who would rather have...

Chart Table [ share | . Save Image
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Racial and ethnic composition

- - o 58
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Note: Whites, blacks, Asians and those in the other/mixed category include only those who are not Latinos. Latinos include people of all races.

Sample sizes and margins of error vary from subgroup to subgroup, from year to year and from state to state. You can see the sample size for the estimates in this chart on rollover or in the last
column of the table. And visit this table to see approximate margins of error for a group of a given size. Readers should always bear in mind the approximate margin of error for the group they are
examining when making comparisons with other groups or assessing the significance of trends over time. For full question wording, see the survey questionnaire.
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Difference and Engagement

There is no question that Americans are more polarized by party than they used to be. What this means — and what, if
anything, we might want to do about it — are more challenging questions.

Average gap in the share taking a conservative position across 10 political
values, by key demographics

% who say ...
Racial discrimination is the main
Government should do more to help  reason why many black people can't  Immigrants strengthen the country
the needy get ahead these days with their hard work and talents 56 ParYy
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Source: Survey conducted June &-18and
June 27-July 9, 2017.

r T T T T T
PEW RESEARCH CENTER 1994 1999 2004 2011 2014 2017

3/6/2018 CONSERVATISM CLASS: CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT




Difference and Engagement

Among both politically engaged Americans and the general public, scale scores of ideological consistency across 10 Pew
Research Center questions have diverged dramatically over the past quarter-century.

See resultsfor:[ GENERAL PUBLIC l POLITICALLY-ENGAGED H OVERALL [ BY'PARTY ] See resultsfor:[ GENERAL PUBLIC [ POLITICALLY ENGAGED J[ OVERALL I BY PARTY ]

[ Animate data from 1994-2017 ] { Animate data from 1994-2017 J

View an individual year: View an individual year:

1994 1994

Median Median Median Median
Democrat Republican Democrat Republican

Consistently Mixed Consistently

. . Consistently Mixed Consistently
liberal conservative

liberal conservative
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Difference and Engagement

Among both politically engaged Americans and the general public, scale scores of ideological consistency across 10 Pew
Research Center questions have diverged dramatically over the past quarter-century.

See resultsfor:[ GENERAL PUBLIC POLITICALLY ENGAGED ][ OVERALL I BY PARTY } See resultsfor:{ GENERAL PUBLIC [ POLITICALLY ENGAGED H OVERALL [ BY PARTY }

{ Animate data from 1994-2017 } [ Animate data from 1994-2017 ]

View an individual year: View an individual year:

2017 2017

Median Median Median Median
Democrat Republican Democrat Republican

Consistently Mixed Consistently Consistently Mixed Consistently
liberal conservative liberal conservative
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Difference and Engagement

Voters across the spectrum do share a couple of important sentiments. They exhibit far less trust in the federal
government than their predecessors did. But they also exhibit less trust in themselves — in the wisdom of the public.

Public trust in government: 1958-2015 Both parties have lost confidence and
Trust the federal government to do whatis right just about ahways/most of trust in public’s political wisdom
the time... .
% very great/good deal of trust and confidence in
80% political wisdom of American people
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Survey conducted Aug. 27-0ct. 4, 2015. Q15. Trend sources: Pew Research Center, National
Election Studies, Gallup, ABC/Washington Post, CBS/New York Times, and CNN Polls. From e~ it 57 0 n19
1976-2014 the trend line represents s three-survey movingaverage. Survey conducted Aug 27-Oct. 4, 2015. Q12.
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